This Newsletter prepared by
National Independent Institution of
Iran for Promotion and Protection of
Human Rights contains information
on the Commission’s highlights at
the national and international level,
as well as its events and initiatives

on all human rights related issues.
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In the last month, the overall situation of Iran has been effected by general changes in
the aftermath of presidential election and its related tensions and discrepancies and
on Student Day (December 6) universities again faced protests and on the hand, official
authorities conflicted with people and detained some of the protesters. In this situation,
in which different ignitions appeared in the performance of political and social activists
or reactions of official centers, one universal occasion which is also within the mandate
of the IHRC (International Human Rights Day) affected most actions in this month.
The 2009 Universal theme was “Embrace Diversity, End Discrimination” and for making
this theme understandable at the national level, the theme of “Responsibilities of Islamic
States for Expanding Diversity and Pluralism of Thoughts and Eliminating Discrimina-
tion” was chosen by the Commission, and on this basis, IHRC organized different ac-
tivities in Tehran and other provinces. The observable point in this matter was that due
to public situation of the country or inattention of most institutes and organizations to
universal occasions, no other institute or organization, even among civil society organiza-
tions, had any program for respecting human rights on the occasion of International Hu-
man Rights Day and only one NGO facing various limitations from officials, publicized
its initiative of granting its Human Rights Award to one of the prominent socio-political
critics during a visit held on International Human Rights Day in honor of him. Anyway,
as is the usual trend with IHRC, in the framework of its purposeful and major attempts
and in spite of different challenges related to country’s situation, considered International
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Human Rights Day as other national and universal occa-
sions in which it can be talked about human rights as far
as possible, and by explaining its theoretical aspects and
providing practical products, draw the attention of dif-
ferent governmental and non-governmental audiences to
necessity of attempts for promoting human rights. IHRC,
as its usual approach to all important occasions, also tried
to represent cultural, national and Islamic aspects of the
subject, in order to recognize our native background or to
avoid acting like those people who always try to separate
national culture and Islamic ideology from world accepted
values. IHRC statement on the occasion of Universal Hu-
man Rights Day is communicative enough in this matter and shows serious concerns of this organization for promo-
tion of human rights along with other nations. In present Newsletter, samples of different activities including hold-
ing gatherings and providing research, promotional and ... products are introduced that all done on the occasion of
International Human Rights Day. It should be mentioned that despite of the existing disappointing atmosphere and
despair and tension in society which normally prevent from carrying out influential and expert planned activities, all
said activities were carried out and all of them are the result of nonstop attempts of IHRC staff in Tehran and other
provinces. It is interesting that these are done with minimum facilities and mostly by efforts, strong will and coopera-
tion of all related activists. It is hoped that all of these attempts will be a step, even a small one, toward promoting

end discriningtior

respect for human rights.

Human Rights Monitoring

According to the routine practice of the IHRC, dur-
ing past four weeks, national and international
monitoring units continually recorded hundreds of news
and reports on human rights issues. ~Those who are in-
terested can buy CD of domestic human rights monitor-
ing reports on the 16 human rights priorities from the
IHRC related unit or they can study collection of reports
and published claims about human rights observance or
violation in Iran which were considered by IHRC do-
mestic monitoring unit and published regularly on the
website. During last month, in international monitor-
ing unit, there were also five separate monthly reports
on human rights situation in five sections of the world
(Europe-America, Latin America, Asia-Pacific, Africa, Is-
lamic Arabic countries) with denotation on situation of
each region. Those who are interested can purchase it
from IHRC bookshop. In this period, some considered
news in IHRC domestic monitoring unit were referred to
Commission’s Legal Affairs to be pursued by filing com-
plaint like written complaints from people. Many of the
received news and reports were related to arrested people
in post election events and their relevant issues. Unfortu-
nately, IHRC or other pacifiers and reformers of country,
because of tense atmosphere of the country, could not do
any significant reform in official’s approaches and practic-
es for strengthening accountability, rule of law and respect
for citizenship’s rights. Apart from public contacts with

calling system of IHRC Tele-Clinic for providing legal as-
sistance in Tehran and other provinces, IHRC received 62
written complaints directly sent by citizens. Some of them
are as follows:

* Complaint of Shahnaz Shiroud Rezaee and her request
for finding her 17 year old son, Ashkan Rezaee who was
disappeared 4.5 months ago.

* Complaint of Mohammad Ali Vazirabadi from Tabriz
who had complained about judicial proceedings of his
case.

* Hassani’s letter, an Afghan citizen, who is resident of
Iran and his willingness for following up problems of Af-
ghan immigrants in Iran.

* Complaint of Hamid Zeinolabedin from Qom and his

request of legal assistance for car accident case.

* Complaint of Malagha Soltani about her family diffi-
culties and her request of legal and advisory assistance for
realization of her rights from her runaway husband.
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* Complaint of Majid Sadrie about his livelihood problems and his request for solving them.

* Complaint of Mohammad Reza Javadi about violation of his occupational rights in Lorestan Education Adminis-
tration.

* Complaint of Mohammad Reza Yousefi Ashmanloo from Tabriz prison and request for legal assistance in his judi-
cial case.

* Complaints of some Tonkabonian citizens belonged to non-officially-recognized minorities about searching their
homes and ... by police and security officers and their request for respecting their citizenship’s rights.

* Letter of Karim Teimoori Naghdeh who has complained about ill-treatment of Nakhjavan’s officials and his request
for providing more protection to Iranians there.

* Received report from Shiraz about educational problems of Afghan Students in this city and the request for con-
tinuing their education.

* Complaint of Masoumeh Saber Nejad from Tehran and her request for officials’ help in order to become able to
earn her life decently as a family supervisor.

Events

n recent month, different mass programs held by IHRC in Tehran and other provinces independently or in coor-
dination with other institutes. Here are their titles and a brief explanation about each of them:

* Meetings on Surveying Theosophy and Human Rights Dimensions (Qom, Nov.19 & 26 & Dec.10):

Following previous meetings held in Regional Office No. 5 in Qom city on above-
mentioned dates, three other meetings held with presence of related experts in which
the discussion about this subject was finished and in future another subject will be
disputed in IHRC Qom Series Meetings. Also, the collection of discussed items in dif-
ferent research meetings on theosophy and human rights will be prepared in written
reports shortly in order to be used by interested researchers. According to the discussed
items, it is also supposed that several researches on this subject will be done by IHRC.
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* Meeting on “New Methods of Stable and Easy Marriage” (Tabriz, Nov.22):

The mentioned meeting held by Office No.7 with co-
ordination of Department of Family and Women Affairs
in Eastern Azerbaijan and by the help of Research Depart-
ment of IHRC in Tehran. One of the professors in the
field of Women’s Rights from Tehran attended this gather-
ing. Several lecturers offered speeches from legal, judicial
and religious points of view and also media broadcasted
the news of this gathering.

K-

* Technical Meeting on “Reviewing Yemen Crisis from International Humanitarian Law viewpoint” (Central Office, Nov.22):

Following the distressing incidents in Yemen in which a
great number of civilians were killed or injured, Research
Department of IHRC, in one of its periodical scientific
meetings in Nov.22, investigated the crisis in Yemen with
presence of a group of International law professors and
experts. ISNA reflected the summery of the discussed sub-
jects. The full report of the discussion also prepared and is

available at the IHRC bookshop for public use.

I

Within the framework of IHRC programs and on the
occasion of International Human Rights Day, following
the arrangement of Regional Office No.l in Kerman-
shah province, a special meeting was held in the Assem-
bly Room of Kermanshah Azad University with presence
of legal scholars and other experts in the province. The
IHRC Central Office delegated a university legal profes-
sor and a researcher of Islamic thought to speak in the
meeting.
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* Special Meeting on “Respecting Diversity and Pluralism of Thoughts within National and International Arena” on
the occasion of International Human Rights Day (Tabriz — Dec.10):

Following the arrangements of Regional Office No. 7 in
Tabriz province, this meeting was held within the frame-
work of IHRC programs on the occasion of International
Human Rights Day in, and with cooperation of, Assem-
bly Room of Tabriz Bar Association. In this meeting, our
delegated professor along with some of the judiciary and
legal officials of Tabriz and university centers delivered
lectures and at the end, the province’s active journalists in |
the area of human rights were appreciated.

This meeting was held by Regional Office No. 1 and by
pursuing of the Research Department of Central Office.
The dispatched deputy of UN Information Unit from
Tehran together with one of the professors of interna-
tional law had presentations. The UN General Secretary’s
statement and the IHRC statement on the International
Human Rights Day were also distributed and read in this
meeting.

* Special Meeting on “Human Rights and Its Islamic and Persian Background” on the occasion of International Hu-
man Rights Day (Tehran, Dec.13):

The Central Office’s program on the occasion of Inter-
national Human Rights Day did not hold at the venue of
Commission so that the capacity was not enough for pos-
sible interlocutors and participants. Thus, based on previ-
ous preparation and with the coordination of Law Faculty
of Shahid Beheshti University, this meeting was held at
Justice Hall of the Faculty with presence of great number
of lawyers, students, officials, representatives of religious
minorities and media. Three prominent legal professors
gave speeches in this gathering and their discussions were
welcomed by the audience due to their sensitivity. There
were also two other important events in this program: un-
veiling the new published book by the Commission which
includes the essays of scholars about the sixtieth anniver-
sary of Universal Declaration of Human Rights and un-
veiling of the stamp about the Universal Anniversary of
Human Rights which was prepared by IHRC innovation
for the first time during the past 30 years in Iran.







IHRC E-Newsletter November 15 - December 19, 2009

* Meeting on Human Mentality and Crimes and Punishments and Human Rights Aspects (Damghan ,
Dec.17&18):

The mentioned gathering was held by Payame Noor University in Damghan province but several months ago, Office
No. 6 was also become one of the administers of the gathering so the Research Department of Central Office submit-
ted a scientific paper for this gathering. The Central Office also dispatched one of its scholars to give a speech in the
gathering. The delivered articles to the gathering are to be published by Payame Noor University as a book.

* Meeting on “Surveying the Requirements of Providing a Universal Theory of Islam and Human Rights” (Qom —
Dec.17):

The Research Department of IHRC Central Office tried a lot for holding this scientific gathering on the occasion of
Universal Human Rights Day in cooperation with Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy which is one of the promi-
nent research centers in Qom. The process of setting up for holding this gathering is as follows: first, one of the experts
in Islamic Rights was asked to express his idea about the theme of this event and submitted it in written form which
was done and delivered orally in a meeting with presence of scholars and experts of Islamic sciences. Then, some of
the distinguished legal experts which were dispatched from Tehran evaluated the proposed idea; other attendants also
presented their ideas and criticisms. At the end, the expert who offered the idea gave his explanations and due to the
importance of the subject and its diverse theoretical aspects, a second meeting is to be held during next weeks. Follow-
ing the mentioned gathering, the Commission had compiled various articles and books on the universalism of human
rights and gave them to the mentioned expert so that he can use them for future meeting. The written idea is to be
distributed among at least 20 experts before the next meeting and they should submit their observations in written
form. These observations are given to the mentioned expert so that he can state his final idea in the next meeting.
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Research

uring recent weeks, as it is routine practice of IHRC, there were many theoretical activities some of which were completed and some

Dothers are still underway. These include:

Compiling of an article titled “Surveying the Effect of Addiction
on Mens Rea of Crime and Criminal Responsibility” by one of
our colleague in Human Rights and Criminal Justice Process
Working Group at Central Office for delivering in Damghan
Gathering in Dec.17.

Compiling of an article titled “The History of Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights” for publishing in 2009 book on
Universal Human Rights Day which is to be published soon
with the title of Ten Papers on Universal Declaration of Human

Rights.

Compiling of an article titled “Identifying Different Views on
Universal Human Rights Declaration Raised by Some Cultures
and Nations” for publishing in 2009 book on Universal Human
Rights Day.

Compiling of an article titled “The Legal Nature of Universal
Human Rights Declaration” for publishing in 2009 book on
Universal Human Rights Day.

Compiling of an article titled “Prohibition of Discrimination in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Its Reflection
on the Process of Standard Setting in the United Nation System”
for publishing in 2009 book on Universal Human Rights Day.

Compiling of an article titled “Crystallizing the Provisions of
Universal Human Rights Declaration in the Countries’ Con-
stitutions” for publishing in 2009 book on Universal Human
Rights Day.

Compiling of an Article titled “A Look at the Reflection of Uni-
versal Human Rights Declaration in the Important Regional In-
struments” for publishing in 2009 book on Universal Human
Rights Day.

Compiling of an article titled “Internal and International Good
Order and System from Universal Human Rights Declaration
Viewpoint” for publishing in 2009 book on Universal Human
Rights Day.

Compiling of an article titled “Supporting the Vulnerable Groups
in the Context of Universal Declaration of Human Rights” for
publishing in 2009 book on Universal Human Rights Day.

Compiling of an article titled “Limitations of Rights and Free-
doms in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights” for pub-
lishing in 2009 book on Universal Human Rights Day.

Compiling of a report titled “Bibliography of the Books about
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in English and Per-
sian”.

Compiling of a special statement on the occasion of Universal
Human Rights Day to be used in Tehran and other Provinces
and also English into Persian translation of the statement of UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNESCO General-

13.
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15.
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18.

Director and Islamic Conference Secretary-General on the oc-
casion of Universal Human Rights Day. It should be mentioned
that the statement of UN Secretary-General was translated by
the UNIF Tehran Office and this translation was distributed
during IHRC various events.

Compiling of a report titled Five Statements about the Univer-
sal Human Rights Day and Tens of Thinkable Points. In this
report, the statements of UN Secretary-General, Human Rights
High Commissioner, UNESCO General Director, OIL Secre-
tary General and IHRC’s were reviewed and their important
points were extracted and compared with each other. The men-
tioned report published on IHRC website.

Compiling of two scientific texts by two national experts in mi-
norities’ rights and its publication on IHRC website on the oc-
casion of Universal Day of the People with Disability.

Final compiling of the scientific report about investigation of
right to environment in Iran which includes surveying the legal
system, confronting challenges, the role of civic organizations
and several interviews by related professors.

Compiling of a report titled “Surveying the Activities of NGOs
Active in the Area of Women’s and Children’s Rights” with the
aim of further familiarization with NGOs’ techniques and meth-
ods of action.

Completing the new issue of bulletin on “Humanitarian Law,
Theoretical Evolution in International Arena” by relating re-
search affairs of the IHRC to be published soon.

Receiving various scientific articles by some of the experts and
providing necessary materials for Iranian Human Rights Journal,
No.1. This Quarterly is available to all on the Universal Human
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Rights Day through its website. It should be mentioned that this
is the first Iranian Human Rights Journal in Iran which is com-
piled by the IHRC and, in order to be available for more people,
it is published on line and not in written form. This quarterly

includes “theories, articles, scientific gatherings, events and
analysis, introduction of new documents, introduction of books
and their comments, reviewing judicial procedures and techni-
cal analysis, introduction of techniques and new experiences of
NGOs and defendants of human rights” and in each section
various scientific materials are provided. Although most part of
this quarterly is in Persian, but Arabic, English and French ar-
ticles will be also accepted and published without any alteration
in the next issues. The Journal is available on www.ijhr.ir.
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19. Completing researched-based report on criminal justice in relation to children and adolescents from the point of view international hu-
man rights principles which is to be published as a special report in news bulletin on the Rights of Women and Children.

20. Compiling of a new periodical report on the judgments and reports of international bodies about the situation of human rights in
Iran.

21. During the last month, IHRC Research Committee, in two separate meetings with presence of distinguished legal experts, also investi-
gated the following issues: evaluating the proposed drafts in parliament titled “Monitoring the Behaviors and Performances of Judges”
from the viewpoint of human rights principles and evaluating the recent resolution of UN General Assembly about the situation of hu-
man rights in Iran and reviewing the IHRC special programs for Universal Human Rights Day. It is notable that some theoretical works
were begun in this month which will be finished during next weeks. These include: surveying human rights in thought and manners of
Islamic leaders or surveying the application of biotechnology in food production and aspects of intellectual property.

22. Special events of this month in research area was the unveiling of IHRC new published book for sixtieth Anniversary of Universal Human
Rights Day titled “Human Rights in Contemporary World, Concerns and Viewpoints of Iranian Islamic Scholars and Lawyers on Sixti-
eth Anniversary of Universal Day of Human Rights”. The book includes the articles of almost thirty Islamic scholars and legal experts in
Iran, some of which gave a speech at IHRC on the occasion of sixtieth anniversary of Universal Human Rights Declaration (December,
2008). They then submitted the edited form of their speech and some of them submitted an independent article. This book of more than
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500 pages is consisted of ten separate parts with each part containing one or more article about Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
The Foreword of the book written by IHRC Secretary, in four separate paragraphs and 37 pages, presents some points about concrete
manifestation of observing human rights, methodology of human rights study in Iran and its provisional aspects, and some recommenda-
tions for research and executive centers.
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Arts and Human Rights

In the past few weeks, IHRC members of Art and Human Rights Working Group rendered different artistic works
which were used on their special occasions or are ready to be used. These are as follows:

- Designing a poster about International Human Rights Day containing 2009 universal theme (Embrace Diversity,
End Discrimination) which, after its completion, has been used in different programs in Tehran and other prov-
s ]
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- Designing a poster of International Human Rights Day Gathering in Tehran which held by Central Office & Sha-
hid Beheshti University’s Faculty of Law and designing the invitation cards of participants based on the Gathering’s
poster.
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- Artistic designing of call for cooperation of students
and professors of art faculties with IHRC Art and Hu-
man Rights Working Group.
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- Final use of the new designed cover of IHRC published books through unveiling of the book containing experts’
article about Sixtieth Anniversary of Universal Human Rights Day and designing the cover of the under-print book
titled “Ten Papers on Universal Declaration of Human Rights”
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- Designing several posters by one of the young art students about the Student Day and Refugee Day which were the
two occasions of this month. Of course, because they need some revisions they have not published.

- Designing artistic cover, post card and postal envelop for universal honoring of Human Rights to be used by post
office in Iran and abroad after the unveiling of the stamp.

- Adding two minutes to previously produced artistic clip about the Sixtieth Universal Anniversary of Human Rights
which used in the ceremony on the occasion of Sixty-first Anniversary of Universal Declaration’s Ratification.
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Regional Offices

uring past few weeks, the Central Office carried out numerous programs to help provincial offices make the
best use of their local potential to advance human rights. Each and every Office had a number of programs car-
ried out according to its potential and facilities, the most significant of which follows (the details of these activities
are available in the IHRC website in Persian. Gatherings and meetings by the provincial offices have already been

mentioned in this report):

ered the photos of gatherings in the Office during the
month. Office No.7 in Oct.30 also had cooperated with
Labour House of Eastern Azarbaijan in holding scientific
meeting titled “Entrepreneurism, Business Security and
Business Law” and on 24th to 27th of November had
participated with other local agencies in holding Handi-
craft and Art Works Exhibition for absorption of popu-
lar support in favor of children suffered from cancer.

- A delegated committee from Tehran into Bushehr in-
vestigated the cooperation of Busher officials with each
other and with IHRC and after that they decided to
transfer Office No.8 center from Bushehr into other
province and, like before, Bushehr province continue to
work under the cover of Office No.2 in Shiraz province.
Of course, the technical system of Office No.8 legal clin-
ic, after the acceptance of Bushehr Press House to be the
host of this program and following the joint agreement
with this agency, continue to provide legal advice ser-
vices in Bushehr. It should be noted that following this
transfer, in a letter dated 09.12.5 from ITHRC Central
Office, the chief of justice was informed of this change
and he was recommended to have more attempts in ful-
filling their responsibility in reviving public rights.

- Office No.6 in Semnan province also had different
programs including: holding some of the expert working
groups of honorary members of the Office; visiting some
of the local centers related to the theme of activities of
working groups; absorbing some doctors who provide

- Office No.7 had variety of activities including: holding
several expert working groups of IHRC honorary mem-
bers in the domains of media and freedom of expression,
people with disabilities’ rights, women’s rights; holding a
meeting on the occasion of International Day of Preven-
tion of Torture against Women in the province office; vis-
iting the Children and Adolescents Intellectual Develop-
ment Center and agreeing on cooperation for improving
children’s rights; visiting of the general secretary of Tazirat
organization from office No.7; issuing general statement
of popular cooperators about the destruction of some
of the Cultural-Religious works in Azarbaijan Republic;
regular updating of Bashar News website and weblog of
Office No.7 which, besides the mentioned events, had cov-
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free services for needy patients; cooperating with local centers and organizations and trying to expand the Office
activities in different cities of Semnan province; holding special program for Universal Day of Human Rights in the
Office with presence of active honorary members and provincial board of trustees.

- Office No.2 in Shiraz province, besides the program on the occasion of International Day of Human Rights, had
several other activities, including: providing the clients with various legal advices and submitting different com-
plaints received from people to legal affairs of the center; screening film and its evaluation and criticism from the
viewpoint of human rights principles; cooperation with medical centers; participating in the volunteers exhibition of
the province health center and being appreciated by provincial medical and health officials; holding a meeting with
presence of center’s active honorary members about 2009 International Day of Human Rights theme; preparing and
distributing educational brochure; holding training workshop on the occasion of International Human Rights Day.

- Office No. 3 in Rasht tried a lot in holding training workshop on municipal rights for personnel of Rasht mu-
nicipality and city council and International Day of Human Rights gathering but due to the lack of coordination
between some provincial officials, the mentioned programs did not hold on the proposed schedule and postponed
to some other time.

Other Activities
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Upcoming Works & Events

number of programs have been already set in the
IHRC schedule for coming weeks:

- Holding Family’s Rights Gathering in Tabriz by Of-
fice No.7 and with coordination of Tabriz Family and
Women Department and other local organizations.

- Publishing the book titled “Ten Papers on Universal
Declaration of Human Rights” the articles of which
were prepared.

- Publishing the new issue of bulletin on “Latest Events
on the rights of Women and Children” in about 300

pages.

- Publishing the new issues of bulletins on New Theo-
retical Evolution of Humanitarian Law and Islam pho-

bia Across the Globe.

- Attempting for holding the second scientific meeting
of theorization on “Islam and Human Rights; the Con-
ditions of Rendering a Universal Theory”.

- Producing several public educational brochures about
Solidarity’s Rights.

- Visiting and objectively evaluating the functions of
Provincial Offices through delegating a group from
Center according to a certain schedule.

Newsletter Survey

1. What is your overall opinion of the format and layout
and also the content of the Newsletter?

2. Did you find this Newsletter helpful in keeping you

up to date about coming events?

3. Do you have any additional suggestions or comments
for being included in the future Issues? What additional
feedback or suggestions do you have about the Newslet-
ter?

4. What would you like to see more or less of in future
versions of the Newsletter? Which section of the Newslet-
ter did you find to be the most valuable?

5. Would you like to exchange your new publications
with the Commission?

6. If you like to receive this monthly Newsletter regular-
ly, please let us know your preferable E-mail address by
subscribing to this Newsletter through ihrcl@ihre.ir.

If you have any problems reading this Newsletter in
your email program, you can read it online in our Web-
site:

http://www.ihrc.ir

www.humanrightsiran.com

Iranian Islamlic Human Rights Commission
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